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Tasmanian Position

1. There is a sound case for recognising native title and land rights disabilities.
2. While acknowledging that an APC assessment would be simple and transparent, Tasmania has expressed doubt that it would be sufficiently policy neutral.  
3. To that end, Tasmania suggested an alternative assessment method using the Australian average cost of addressing a claim multiplied by the number of claims made.

4. It is understood that the Commission is not convinced that the suggested alternative method could be reliably implemented.  
5. Therefore, at this point, Tasmania accepts an APC assessment of state needs and is prepared to continue providing native title expense data annually to support this approach.

6. The Commission should refer to Tasmania’s response to the CGC Staff Discussion Paper 2007/05-S for further information concerning Tasmania’s specific views in relation to native title and land rights, which are not repeated here.
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